Fun with Sprinklers : By Bruce Holloway 
I've seen some strange sights at New Zealand soccer matches in my time.
In 1977 at Muir Park Alf Stamp once dribbled around halt the opposing team (New Brighton, I think), went around the keeper and lay down in sloppy mud to nudge the ball across the line with his head, such was his desire to finally score with his head.
Then there was the one-legged man who used his crutches to attack a linesman at a Waikato Unicol-Central match back in the early 80s.
And in a 1994 Superclub match of staggerly poor proportions Brian Chisholm once managed the impossible by playing a 25m square ball to himself.
But I have never seen anything quite as improbable as seeing the sprinklers burst into life at Albany in the middle of an international (Under 23s v Korea).
You really had to be there. We can only assume the groundstaff are fastidious about their watering schedule Sorry Mr Dugdale, but at 7.10pm every third Friday of the month, we start the sprinklers regardless..."). So we had one half of the pitch getting the fire brigade treatment, while play continued in the other half. It helped that referee Derek Rugg had his back turned to the real action, where the Korean keeper was having a lovely shower.
The belly laughs from the stand should have been enough for Rugg to realise something was amiss. But play continued for a good 90s before the advancing Korean keeper - Kirn So Wet, I think - was able to make his point.
Kirn had a point. The dye in his magnificent blond mullet was in danger of running. Rugg, ever sympathetic to players with dodgy haircuts, took the players from the field for about four minutes while officials went to renegotiate the watering schedule with the groundsman.
The only disappointment was none of the players had the character to take advantage of a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and bathe under the spray on a hot-as-hell day. Imagine what Paul Gasgoine would have done.
But stranger still, Auckland anorak Jeremy Ruane said the "shower' was the third he'd seen in international matches featuring New Zealand teams.
Two earlier ones interrupted the New Zealand and Australian Secondary Schoolgirls teams at Mt. Smart #2 in January 1993, then again in January 1996. "I remember it was quite obscure/coincidental because it was the same teams involved, even though it was a different occasion each time," Ruane said.
As for finding a previous Korean link with bizarre match interruptions, Press soccer scribe Tony Smith came to the rescue.
He recalled how at the NZ U23 v Olyroos match on a wet, cold Christchurch day last year at QEII Stadium, the ground was aurally swamped by Korean music, which blathered on for most of the second half.
"It appeared the din was coming from a Korean church opposite QEII in Travis Rd," Smith said. "It's a shame NZ Soccer didn't stage a Korean match here, and coincide it with a church service. The Koreans wouldn't have had a prayer," 

- Bruce Holloway
